Impairment of conditioned active avoidance in adult rats given corticosterone in infancy.
Intensive corticosterone treatment given to rats during the 1st postnatal week irreversibly decreases DNA accumulation in the cerebrum and cerebellum. After such hypercorticism in infancy rats were tested as adults in 2 conditioned active avoidance tasks. In comparison with litter-mate controls, the treated rats were impaired in the acquisition of 2-way active avoidance but not in the acquisition of 1-way active avoidance. These data are consistent with other observations suggesting a hyperresponsiveness or hyperemotionality following corticosterone treatment in infancy.